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A JRI CULTURE  ArD  NATIO^TAL  DEFENSE 


SmmRY  OF  CABLES  CN  FOREIGN  DE'/ELCPMEl'TS ;     FHAI^CE;    Re^jorts  from  France 
indicate  that  (l)  consumrtion  in  the  "free  zone"  must  be  a  hand-to-mouth 
■orocess  "^dth  deficits  after  the  exhaustion  of  19^  crops  for  such  items 
as  -^heat,  rye,  "barley,  ootatces,  a.nd  dried  vegetables;   (2)  the  t)roduction 
of  fa.ts  in  the  "free  zone"  is  inadequate  to  meet  even  the  low  current 
rations;  end  (3)   the  "nroduction  of  sugar  in  the  "free  zone"  is  negligible. 

LII^STCCK  NUir-ERS  ARE  BEING  REDUCED  STEADILY  by  forced  slaughter  because  of 
feedstuff  shortages,  esr)ecially  in  the  "free  zone."    As  a  result,  meat 
reserves  should  remain  adequate  in  both  zones  for  a  considera.ble  period 
under  present  restrictions  '^hich  limit  total  consumiotion  by  the  civilian 
population  and  by  the  army  of  occupation  to  6o  percent  of  the  average  over 
the  pest  10  years.     Such  enforced  slaughterings,  ho^'ever,  are  likely  to 
result  in  grave  meat  shortages  in  about  lU  months.     Moreover,   the  slaughter- 
ings of  milk  cc^s  will  a,ggravate  the  existing  shortage  of  milk,  butter  and 
cheese . 


ITALY:     Indications  are  that  the  Italian  food  situation  will  not  be  as 
favorable  on  July  1,  I9U1 ,  as  it  -ras  on  July  1,  19UC.     While  I9U1  domestic 
"DToduction  may  be  maintained  at  19^3  levels,  it  is  likely  that  Italy  will 
encounter  difficulties  in  importing  normally  deficient  foodstuffs.  Authori- 
ties are  urging  increased  Toroduction  of  -^heat,  oats,  rice,  potatoes,  corn, 
legumes  and  oilseeds.     Of  these  the  domestic  production  of  ^heat,  oats, 
legumes  and  oilseeds  normally  has  to  be  supplemented  by  imports,  mainly 
from  the  Dpnube  Basin. 

SHOULD  THE  DANUBE  BASIN  KA>7E  POOR  CROPS  IN  19U1,  or  should  Germany  absorb 
excessive  qupntitir/s  of  the  Danubian  s-a-rdies,   Italy's  situation  -rould 
be  precarious,  especially  "'ith  resi^ect  to  •■'he-t.     At  the  present  rate  of 
consumption,   Italian  -rheat  stocks  are  reoorted  as  being  sufficient  to 
meet  domestic  requirements  only  up  to  May  1. 

THE  FEEDSTUFF  SITUATION  IS  SERIOUS  at  present  but  some  improvement  is 
expected  as  a  result  of  anticipated  increases  in  "^'heet  and  corn  production 
this  year.     The  feedstuff  shortage,  together  ^^ith  the  lo^r  reserve  stocks  of 
meat  at  the  beginning  of  the  vsr,  forced  heavy  slaughterings  of  cattle  and 
hogs.     ESToecially  significa.nt  is  the  fact  that  considerable  numbers  of 
breeding  stock  vere  slaughtered.     Sheep  numbers,  ho-^^ever,  seem  to  have 
increased,  due  nrobably  to  the  high  nrice  of  ~'ool  and  the  com-D=rative  ease 
of  feeding  sheep. 
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ALABAMA  PLAlHaiCG  COMMITTEES  MAKE  LABOR  A3^TD  HOUSING  SUR^t     Land  Use 
Planning  committees  in  12  counties  of  Alstama '  s  Coosp.  Valley  district 
recently  completed  e.  labor  end  housing  survey  of  the  region  in  regard 
to  the  T5lrnned  TI^TT  r.nd  "bag-losding  plant  to  be  built  at  Childersburg. 
The  survey  tbs  conducted  on  ;/  cooperative  basis,  along  the  lines  of 
the  cooTierative  survey  l.?st  fall  at  Radford,  Va.    A  volunteer  census 
sho'-'ed  22,000  persons  in  some  2U,000  families  vrho  said  they  hoped  to 
get  jobs  either  in  conf^traction  '-^ork  or  in  the  munitions  factory.  The 
plant  is  expected  to  employ  about  7)0C0  persons.     The  survty  shov/ed  also 
that  about  l6,000  of  the  2U,000  homes  -ere  substandard.     From  a  housing 
point  of  vie"/',  the  Coosa  Vplley  is  rated  as  one  of  the  poorest  in  the 
country.     Land  acq^iisition  expoerts  of  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  are 
at  "ork  nov  in  the  region  optioning  land  for  the  factory  site. 

EXTK'SION  FILM  TO  PORTRAY  U-K  CLUBS  DT  LATIN-AiMERICA:     The  Motion  Picture 
Division  of  the  Extension  Service  is  producing  a  film  this  ye?r  planned 
to  encourage  organization  of  farm  youths  in  the  tv'o  Americas  in  groups 
similar  to  our  U-H  Clubs.     P^iymond  Evens,  head  of  the  Division,  and 
C-^meraman  C.  A.  Carrello  are  attending  the  annual  conference  of  the 
C^aban  U-C  Clubs,  rt  Colon,  Cubs,   filming  material  for  the  picture.  The 
^-C  Clubs  are  the  Cuban  counterpart  of  our  U-H  Clubs.     Other  representatives 
of  the  Division  have  returned  from  Puerto  Rico  ?fter  "shooting"  U-H  Club 
activities  there.     When  completed,  the  film  V7ill  portray  the  activities 
of  all  existing  farm  youth  organizations  in  this  hemisphere,  n^^mely,  the 
^-H  Clubs  of  the  U.  S.   rnd  Puerto  Rico,  the  U-C's  of  Cuba,  the  Five-V's 
of  Venezuela,  and  Tirobably  the  Bovs  and  Girls  F^rm  Clubs^of-^Canada.  The 
Extension  Service  reports  a  growing  interest  in  the  U-H/idea  in  Latin 
America . 

FSA  WILL  ASSIST  DT  DEFENSE  KOUSING  PRQGRAi^l!     The  F.-rm  Security  Administration, 
because  of  its  experience  in  the  lo~-cost  housing  field,  has  been  designated 
by  Federal  ^orks  Administrator  John  M.  Carmody  to  assist  in  the  defense 
housing  program.     Last  veek,  FSA  officials  announced  the  letting  of  contracts 
for  constructing  100  houses  for  defense  v^orkers  in  the  to'7n  of  Radford,  Va.  , 
near  the  ne^/  Hercules  Po-der  Plant.     The  houses  are  built  as  a  part  of  a 
long-time  plan.     Surveys  hcve  sho7/n  that  the  to'7n  0  f  Rgdford  can  easily  use 
these  100  units  after  the  emergency  is  past.     An  additional  100  houses  will 
be  built  on  farms  near  the  po-'der  plant.     These  7-ill  be  used  by  vorkers  now 
and  taken  over  by  farm  people  later.     FSA  also  vill  build  another  I5C  houses 
for  -orkers  at  Puleski,  Va .  ,  -^'hich  is  in  the  Radford  area. 


-  3  - 


FSA  A^^KOUMCED  P?.EVIGUSLY  thr.t  it  hed  contrr-ct-d  for  the  "ourchr-se  of  ?,035 
treilers  to  be  used  es  "sto'Of:ani'  housing  in  seven  cro'"ded  defense  erees-. 
Funds  were  ellocrted  to  FSA  "by  the  president  becpuse  of  the  agency's 
exoeric-nce  in  mobile  housing:  - —  s  nprt  of  its  migrant  "^'orker  progr.aTn. 
FSA  r-lso  is  handling  construction  of  dormitories  for  single  men  engaged 
in  defense  '^^ork  in  these  cro'^ded  crees.     Either  trailers  or  dormitories 
or  both  are  being  s"ootted  at  the  follo""ing  congested  areas:     Spn  Diego, 
Calif.;  Bremerton,  Wash.;  Nashville,  Tenn. ;  Wilmington,        C.  ;  Orange, 
Tex^s;  lie^  London,  Conn.;   Sidney,  !T.  Y.  ;  Erie,  Pa.;  a.nd  Baltimore,  Md. 

SIlvri4;.RY  OF    F05EIGH  DE\^OPI'ffiITTS :     A5GEITTIHA;     The  Ministry  of  AgriCTil't-are 
announced  th--t  a  credit  of  l60,000,000  pesos  ($^7 ,637 ,000)  is  being 
negotiated  -'ith  the  Spanish  Government  and  that  pending  the  settlement  of 
final  details  the  immediate  delivery  of  29,3^7  metric  tons  (1,078,000 
bushels)  of  vheat  to  Spain  had  been  ax^thorized.     This  latter  action  is 
attributc-'d  to  the  urgency/-  of  beginning  shipments  at  once.     The  sale  to 
Strain  of  UOG,000  tons  (lU,  697, 000  bushels)  of  v/heat  is  anticipated  under 
this  credit,  as  T^ell  as  the  exTX)rtable  surplus  of  the  current  cotton  crop 
estimated  at  Uo.OOC  metric  tons  (135,000  bales).     Consideration  is  also 
being  given  to  the  sale  of  other  products  under  this  credit. 

PORTUGAL ;     Desoite  increased  demands  occasioned  by  the  influx  of  refugees 
the  Portuguese  authorities  have  not  considered  it  necessary  to  impose 
food  rationing.     Thus  far,   supplies  of  ■'"oodstuffs  in  general  have  been 
adequate  to  meet  domestic  reQj.rireme nts.     Foreign  purchases  of  such  products 
as  bpjitter  and  eggs  h^^ve  caused  onlj^  temporary  shortages  at  tim.es.  Poor 
agricultural  conditions  or  reduced  foodstuff  imports  in  19^+1,  hovrever,  77ould 
necessitate  rationing. 

UNITED  KINGDOM;     The  civilian  "^ool  ration  for  the  "ot^riod  March  1  to  June  30 
is  estimated  by  the  trade  at  about  helf  the  Februcry-iTovember  allocations. 
Firms  doing  '--nrk  for  ^ar  needs  or  for  ex'oort  77ill  get  100  percent  of  their 
requirements.     Rations  for  firms  producing  for  domestic  civilian  requirements 
range  from  17-5        20  -oercent  of  Dre-'^pr  consum-otion.     It  is  anticipated 
th^-t  more  firms  '^ill  concentrate  on  exoort  business  because  of  the  reduced 
domestic  m-rket. 

I'TE"  ZEALAI'TD;     The  large  domestic  meat  surplus  7:'hich  '^ill  result  from  heavy 
curtailment  of  normal  United  Kingdom  -ourchases  in  I9U1  is  causing  concern. 
Consul t^ti-^ns  have  been  held  -ith  Australia  '7ith  a  vie-rr  t'^  adr^^tion  of 
measures  t-^  meet  the  problem.     Measures  already  taken  or  under  consideration 
include  increase  of  storage  facilities,  effecting  economies  in  shi-o-oing  space 
by  ne^r  cutting  pndybacking  meth'^ds,   shipments  to  ne^/  e:^ort  markets,  and 
expandion  of  the  d'^mestic  meat  canning  industry.     The  Ne--  Zealand  Govern'-^ent 
has  agreed  to  purchase  all  of  the  exportable  meat  surplus  of  the  season 
(Oct-^ber-September) . 

SPAIN:     Represent.^tives  of  the  Soenish  and  British  Governments  signed  in 
Madrid  an  extension  -f  the  clearing  agreement  bet"'een  the  t'70  countries. 
It  is  understood  that  the  British  vill  receive  from  Spain  some  12,000  flasks 
^f  mercury  (total  Spanish  production  noTT  estimated  ^-^t  85,000  to  95,000  flasks 
per  annum)  and  200,000  half  cases  ^f  svreet  oranges.     Spain  in  turn  vrill 
receive  7?heat  and  rubber  from  the  United  Kingdom. 


-  k  - 


CHIUA.  I'UI'ICIIUPJA  Al'TD  JAPAN:     Indications  point  to  increased  r-.cves'ge  of 
-hept  end  j-ro-in;.?  cnditions  to  drte  indicr.te  a  larger  crop  in  19^1  than 
in  15^^-0.     It  is  believ-id,  ho'"'eV'/r,   that  the  supply  of  rheat  that  77ill  move 
into  cmir.ercial  channels  -.-'ill  be  "bolc-7  that  of  19^0  "because  of  the  ecute 
rice  shortage.     Existint^  conimercial  st'^cks  of  d-mestic  -'hept  ere  very 
1^-^  in  ell  three  regions  due  to  increased      nsumptir^n  es  e  result  of 
the  rico  shortage,  smell  irrroorts  ,  rond  reduced  deliveries  frr^m  the 
interi'^r  "by  farmers. 
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